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an agreeable aromatic, and it forms the basis
of a distilled water and an essential oil.
ALLSTON, washington (1779-1843),
an American painter, sometimes called the
"American Titian/' He was born at Wac-
eamaw, S. C. After graduating from Har-
vard in 1800, Allston went to Charleston
and there began active work in art. The next
year he went abroad and visited London,
Paris and Home, where he spent his time
studying the works of the great masters. In
style he imitated the Venetian School. His
more important works are The Dead Man
Revived, Uriel in the JSun, The Prophet
Jeremiah and Belshazzar's Feast.
ALLU'VIUM, deposits of soil, collected
by the action of water, such as are found in
valleys and plains. Alluvium consists of
loam, clay and gravel, washed down from
the higher grounds. Deposits are found
along the banks of nearly all streams of con-
siderable size, and they constitute the deltas
formed by the Nile, the Po, the Mississippi
and other large rivers. The large tracts of
fertile land found along the lower courses
of these and other rivers are also formed
by alluvial deposits, as are most flood plains.
Related   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Belta.	Flood Plain
Erosion	River
ALMA MATER, al'ma may'tur, a Latin
phrase meaning fostering mother. The term
was originally applied by the Romans to
Ceres, the goddess of agriculture, to Cybele,
the goddess of earth, and to other deities. Be-
cause a college or university is figuratively
a "fostering mother57 the words have been
for many years applied to such institutions.
The term is frequently used in popular col-
lege songs.
AI/MA1NFAC, a book or table in which are
given a calendar, the time of the rising and
setting of the sun, the phases of the moon,
and the most remarkable positions and phe-
nomena of the heavenly bodies, for every
month and day of the year; also the several
fasts and feasts to be observed in the church
and state, the terms of courts and often much
miscellaneous information likely to be use-
ful to the public. In England almanacs
have been known from the fourteenth cen-
tury, and there are several English almanacs
of that century existing in manuscript form.
They became generally used in Europe with-
in a short time after the invention of
printing.
 Formerly the immense popularity of al-
manacs was due to the mass of astrological
predictions with which they were filled, and
the effect of these guesses at the future was
often so bad that in France it was necessary
to prohibit, at various times, the publication
of prophetic almanacs. The most famous
English almanac was Poor Robin's Al-
manack, which was published from 1663 to
1775, and which was an incredible mixture
of ignorance and imposture. In 1828 the
Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowl-
edge, by publishing the British Almanac,
took the lead in the production of an almanac
containing genuine information, and by con-
trast showed the fraudulent nature of the
information which had been furnished in
the earlier almanacs. Even to the present
day there are published in Great Britain
almanacs containing astrological predictions,
but they are not taken seriously, even by
the ignorant classes.
The most famous of the popular almanacs
which have been published in the United
States was Poor Iticliard's Almanac, begun
by Franklin in 1732 and continued for
twenty-five years. ]STow the publication of
good almanacs is in America confined al-
most entirely to large newspaper houses.
The Nautical Almanac and American
EpTiemeris, published annually by the United
States bureau of navigation, embraces all
the elements necessary for determining at
any time the absolute and relative places of
the sun, moon and seven principal planets
and of many of the fixed stars, as well as
several different series of phenomena for the
determination of longitudes and latitudes,
the distances of the moon from fixed stars
and from planets and the time for the occur-
rence of eclipses. To these are added rules
and tables for practical use in nautical as-
tronomy, land observations and tables of
tides. It is a text-book for the navigator,
and no sailor leaves the American shore
without it. The computations are made
three years in advance and could be made
still farther if necessary, but no cruise is
made which lasts longer than that time.
Similar publications are issued by the Ger-
man, French and English nations.
ALMANDINE, al'mandin, the name
given to two precious stones. One, red i»
color and transparent, is a variety of gar-
net When cut with a convex face a gem of
this variety is called a carbuncle. The other

